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Finding the balance

At PENTAX Medical, we want to be responsible  
corporate citizens. Together with HOYA, we act to  
protect our environment, support communities and  
improve lives around the globe.

Being a responsible medical device manufacturer, 
we aim for a balance between patient safety and the  
inevitable impact on the environment and climate. 
We work to improve this balance and the level of  
sustainability by reducing our waste or looking for  
environmentally friendly alternatives.

As part of our corporate social responsibility we  
support equality and promote access to quality  
education and healthcare for everyone. As smart  
innovators, we believe that we can find a balance  
between nature and humanity, industry and society.
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United Nations  
Sustainable Development Goals

Adopted by all UN Member States in 2015, the  
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development resulted 
in 17 Sustainable Development Goals. These provide 
a framework to improve peace and prosperity and  
to protect and clean up our planet. It enables all  
businesses and organizations worldwide to help  
each other to achieve these goals.

We at PENTAX Medical recognize the need for action 
to tackle global challenges such as climate change.

Our journey to a more sustainable future has just  
begun. We invite you to join us and follow us on  
this path.
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Making a difference

Improving patient 
safety and quality 
of healthcare  
worldwide is of  
top priority to us.

Through high  
quality education, 
we ensure the con-
tinuous develop-
ment and training  
of all healthcare  
professionals  
in endoscopy.

Fair employment 
opportunities for 
everyone and  
promoting equality 
is at the core of our 
philosophy.

Water is a valuable 
resource that we 
treat with respect. 
That is why both 
reusing water and 
reducing water  
consumption is part 
of our corporate  
policies.

Our environmental 
and occupational 
safety & health  
policies are embed-
ded in our organisa-
tion’s structure and 
we ban all forms of 
slavery and child la-
bour.

Striving for sustain-
able consumption 
and production, 
packaging and  
logistics in our  
supply chain is what 
we commit to.

Building a resilient 
infrastructure,  
promoting inclusive 
and sustainable  
industrialisation and 
fostering innovation, 
are goals we fully 
support.

As a global corporation, we are especially committed to these goals:

Based on these goals, we are engaging in many activities and are planning to do even more. 
Some highlights of our activities are presented in this brochure.
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To ensure patient safety, the production of medical  
products is regulated by stringent quality assurance  
processes and safety regulations. Carbon emissions  
can therefore not always be completely avoided. 

To compensate for this, we seek ways to neutralise  
our carbon emissions.

We are happy to support the Togo reforestation  
project1) to compensate for the carbon emissions  
in the production of our PlasmaBAG™ endoscope  
storage bags.* As a result, all PlasmaBAG endoscope  
storage bags are carbon neutral.

Reducing carbon emissions

Planting trees to compensate

1) Until 2021, Project Togo has planted more than 1,500,000 new trees in total, binding approx. 400,000 tons 
of atmospheric carbon annually. www.natureoffice.com/en/carbon-offset-projects/project-togo
2) 171 trees planted June – December 2021, 590 trees to be planted in 2022 (forecast).  
3) 57t carbon offset June – December 2021, 196t carbon will be offset in 2022 (forecast).
*PlasmaBAG is part of the PlasmaTYPHOON™ and PlasmaBAG™ endoscope drying and storage system

253 t 
CO2 will be  

compensated3)

761
trees will  

be planted2)
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Endoscopic devices are very delicate  
technical instruments. To protect them  
during transport, proper packaging is  
essential. 

In a global redesign project, aimed  
at minimising our packaging material  
and carbon emissions, we managed  
to reduce the size of our endoscope  
packaging. This has resulted in  
reducing our freight volume by 18.5 %,  
accounting for less CO2. 

Reducing carbon emissions

Minimising freight volume

18.5 %
reduced freight  

volume4)

4) Measured in dimensional weight. Source: Production engineering PENTAX Medical Japan.

reduced  
transport-related  
carbon emissions
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Saving natural resources

Using recycled material

Because our planet’s resources are limited, we aim  
to develop solutions that need less to achieve more.
Central to this aspiration is investigating the use of  
sustainable materials for our products.

As a result, we will introduce a new PlasmaBAG™  
endoscope storage bag* made with 80 % recycled  
polyethylene, starting in 2022.  

This will hold the German eco label ‘Blue Angel’.

80 %
recycled  
material

“ Raising the share of recycled material 
in PlasmaBAG endoscope storage bags 
makes all our staff proud and encourages 
us to search for more opportunities to  
reduce our impact on the environment.”
Daniel Vinteler, Chief Executive Officer PlasmaBiotics

www.blauer-engel.de/uz30a

*PlasmaBAG is part of the PlasmaTYPHOON™ and PlasmaBAG™ endoscope drying and storage system
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Saving natural resources

Reducing waste

Delicate medical instruments like endoscopes  
need proper packaging to avoid damage during  
transportation. However, packaging materials  
become waste.

We are proud that we were able to downsize  
our packaging, resulting in 33 % less cardboard  
used.

As a positive side-effect of our smaller packaging,  
we could significantly reduce the use of cushioning  
material as well, with no less than 69 %.
A win-win situation.

69 %
less cushioning 

material6)

33 %
less cardboard5)

5) cardboard reduction since August 2020.  
6) cushioning material reduction since July 2020.  
Source: Production engineering PENTAX Medical Japan.
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Saving natural resources

Reducing and replacing plastic

A large part of the plastic produced globally ends up in 
landfills, rivers and oceans. This is the reason why we 
want to reduce or replace plastic as much as possible and 
use recyclable alternatives where we see fit.

The cushioning material we use to protect our  
goods is made of recyclable and lightweight,  
non-fluorocarbon, foamed polyethylene.  
 
And, because of our smarter packaging, we now  
need significantly less PE foam as well.

We also replaced the polypropylene (PP) tray with  
a cardboard tray that is partly made from recycled  
paper. And we continue looking for ways to enhance  
our packaging even further. 

NO PP
tray anymore

RECYCLING

7) 69 % reduction of foamed PE since July 2020. Source: Production engineering PENTAX Medical Japan.

REDUCED
PE foam7)
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Saving natural resources

Reducing energy consumption

Drying and storing reprocessed endoscopes can be a 
time consuming and energy-intensive procedure.

Regular solutions need long drying cycles and continuous 
medical air and heat supply for storage, which involves 
non-stop electricity consumption.

With our latest drying and storage system innovation  
PlasmaTYPHOON™+ we managed to significantly reduce 
energy consumption while improving efficiency. 

One PlasmaTYPHOON+ system reduces the endoscope 
drying and storage procedure from hours to only 1 to 3 
minutes8) and offers ‘zero-energy’ storage for up to  
31 days9), significantly reducing the overall electricity  
consumption. 

 8) Based on time required for drying cycle: PlasmaTYPHOON+ needs up to 3 minutes while regular drying solutions require up to 180 minutes per drying cycle.
 9) Validated for up to 744 storage hours (31 days) according to NF EN 16442 norm. The maximum storage time may be subject to local regulations on endoscope storage.

ZERO-ENERGY 
storage9)
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Saving natural resources

Refurbishing used parts

To extend product life cycles we have always offered  
repair services. 

With the aim of making our repair processes more  
sustainable and focusing on ‘reduce and reuse’, we  
also refurbish parts from discarded endoscopes and  
processors and use these for repairs.

By repairing tens of thousands of medical devices globally 
each year and refurbishing printed circuit boards (PCB) as 
well as thousands of camera components (CCD) for  
reuse, we help save natural resources and reduce waste.

“ With our refurbishing program we  
take responsibility and help save natural  
resources and minimise waste.”
Andreas Sauer, General Manager Global Repair Service

REPAIR & 
REFURBISH
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Treating water respectfully

Protecting a precious resource

From melting glaciers to polluted rivers or plastic 
in the oceans, water demands we treat it with  
respect.

We are constantly looking for ways to reduce  
our water consumption and have embedded this 
aim in our Fundamental Environmental Policies 
globally.

As a result, we have been able to reduce  
water use in our facilities by 13.3 % over  
the last 6 years, while increasing the re-use  
of our waste water to 30 %.

10) The HOYA Group reduced its water consumption from 2014 to 2020 by 
13.3 %, doubling the reuse of water ratio from 15 % to 30 % in the same time.

30 %
water  

re-use ratio10)

-13.3 %
total water  

use10)
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PATIENT  
SAFETY IN  
ENDOSCOPY

Patient safety

Improving hygiene in endoscopy

Patient health and safety is central to everything 
we do at PENTAX Medical. 

We actively contribute to the prevention and 
treatment of non-communicable diseases such 
as cancer. Through our hygiene commitment we 
aim to reduce the risk of cross contamination 
during medical procedures. 

By providing a comprehensive hygiene solution 
that offers the power of choice, we ensure we 
have the right solution for each patient and  
reinforce our commitment to improving patient 
safety and infection prevention in endoscopy. 

Our products aim to minimize infection, our  
processes are optimized to ensure the best  
reprocessing outcome and with our partnerships 
we are creating new standards in hygiene  
together.
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In healthcare, knowledge is everything. We see it as our  
responsibility to ensure the continuous development and  
training of healthcare professionals.

At PENTAX Medical, our educational programs ensure  
that talented medical professionals can learn from  
the best and take advantage of the latest insights in  
medical care. Our greatest reward is being able to  
foster the next generation of experts in endoscopy.

Most of our programmes are accessible globally.

Our Forward Academy educational programs provide a 
platform to share and gain knowledge about advanced 
treatments and medical procedures. It also offers the 
most promising young doctors a comprehensive and 
longterm mentoring program.

Training

Educating healthcare professionals
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As a responsible international company, promoting  
equality is a natural expression of our philosophy. 

Equality of opportunity is a basic human right, and  
we treat it as such. We have pledged to support  
fair employment opportunities and benefits for everyone 
– and we live that commitment. 

For example, to increase the representation of women  
in managerial positions, we conduct female leadership  
training, managerial training, role model lectures and  
networking activities.

Fair employment

Equal opportunities

Social 

responsibility

United 

Nations 

Sustainable 

Development  

Goals

Environmental 

responsibility

President’s 

statement

Mission

Social 

responsibility

15



As a HOYA group member, our business conduct 
guidelines state that basic human rights are to be  
respected and that all forms of discrimination and  
harassment related to race, nationality, gender,  
religion, belief, birthplace, age, or disabilities are to  
be eliminated in all corporate activities. Moreover,  
we have clear ethics to ban all forms of slavery and 
child labour.

We believe that a healthy mind in a healthy body  
is essential for the enrichment of all our lives and  
the constant development of the HOYA Group  
companies. 

We are therefore committed to maintaining and  
improving health and creating safe and pleasant  
conditions for everyone who works for us.

Corporate Governance

Promoting human rights
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Rainer Burkard 
Incoming Global President 
PENTAX Medical

Working for healthy people and planet

“  It has always been our mission to help 
improve people’s lives through intelligent 
solutions. Today we broaden our mission. 
 
PENTAX Medical helps to improve the 
quality of people’s lives and contributes to a 
brighter future for coming generations, by 
improving health and minimising the impact 
on our planet.”

Gerald Bottero 
Global President  
PENTAX Medical

Social 

responsibility

United 

Nations 

Sustainable 

Development  

Goals

Environmental 

responsibility

President’s 

statement

Mission

President’s 

statement

17



M
K

G
E

N
-3

22
9E

N
-G

 R
ev

 3

PlasmaBAG™ and PlasmaTYPHOON™ are trademarks of PlasmaBiotics. Used with permission. 
PENTAX Medical® and PENTAX Medical Forward Academy™ are registered trademarks of HOYA Corporation, PENTAX Medical division.
 
PENTAX Europe GmbH ensures that the information in this brochure is as accurate as possible, however PENTAX Europe GmbH cannot be held  
responsible for any mistakes or misinterpretation of any data and any content provided. Any data is subject to changes.

No part of this brochure may be duplicated, reproduced, published or used without the written permission of HOYA Corporation, PENTAX Medical Division.  
© 2022 HOYA Corporation, PENTAX Medical Division. All Rights Reserved.

PENTAX Europe GmbH 
Julius-Vosseler-Straße 104 • 22527 Hamburg, Germany 
T +49 (0)40 561 92 - 0 • F +49 (0)40 560 42 13 
info.emea@pentaxmedical.com • www.pentaxmedical.com
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